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this 1s a publication.

this is about raising awareness about issues
impotlant to all our lives.
this is about oflering solutions to thosc issues.

this ts not only infoimative, this is an effort towards mutual leaming.
this is not about the conttibutors only.

this is not for students only.

lals by bout ald ok s, everyone, thisls shout Iller

i |

this is not owned or run by anyonc.

this is opcn to everyone. i " . |

(his is nol about the contributors thinking they are “better *ﬂ!nll_l._‘_',i’ﬂhil.
this knows that, upon reading its aiticles, you will have a esponse.

T |
“ll'l thieouniipes yvou ly ‘\IIIH.' (it vespunse, =

this is taken scriously by those who contribute.
this should be taken setiously by you, too.

this, when you are done reading, would be much better ofT in the. hands ol n:
hew rcader or on the (able where you found it, than'in the patbage.

this is about how you respond, how you write, and what you find in it.
this is the efTort you put into it.

this encourages you to contribute. ‘ !
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This issue’s contributors:
laura becker, €van belgrade, mr bolf,

corey bills, jeff dillon, betty eo, edje faig
andrew furse, nora gallagher, brad ham's,
d:e_nre kim, susan long, nicole miller |
liam o’donoghue, will paces, iris ,

pasic, eli schmidt, brian sholis, mike smith
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Intimidation takes many forms in the cultural landscape that defines
worid, country, city and town. It has its roots in the imperialism of the old
world, the subjugation of people of color, and in the need for those who
have power to control. Intimidation is a synthesis of power and control. It is
a nefarious political ideology, and a human psychological construct. Each
and every one of us falls inte the trap of being intimidated and thus
controlled, or by using power and thus intimidating. But there are ways to
avoid such traps. And, as in any problem that life ofters, it takes hard,
frustrating work to understand the nature of the problem. The goal is to
make things better while trying to be kind to those around you.

As ateacher | struggle with the idea of intimidation on a dailv basis.
The nature of the position is that of an authonty figure; you have to educate
and have order, you have to make sure that homework is done. It is very
difficult to not use your powerful infuence to control all your students.
While you do have to have order, there is a way to be kind. Being aware of
the othemness of your students, seeing them as human beings who are
working to succeed is essential to building humane and real relationships in
the classroom.

To eschew the need for power and control is to come closer to the
kindness and love that we are all capable of reaching. This is becoming
more and more true 1o me in the ciassroom: | have to think about how each
and every student is like me; a hard working play in progress who doesn
want to be molded, but wanis to leamn. | can learn as much from a student as
he or she can leam from me.

By looking at students as people, a teacher loses the tendency to
stick to the synthesis of power and control. Stopping the idea that only a
stringent order can produce fruitful leaming. Intimidation is the easy way
out. We see this all the time in the games of govemment and state. it is our
job as people to grow within our human interactions. The teacher student
relationship offers the possibility of equality in partnership, the discourse of
understanding and hope. It takes strong motion to destroy the synthesis of
power and control. it takes a commitment from our souls.
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When somecne says the word “intimidation” to you, it's sasy
to sutcmatically envision a male bully with a msnacing scowl on
his face, looking down on somswhat of & Bart Simpson or Calwvin
character and desanding soms lunch momey. It‘s patural to imagine
a man intimidating ancther man, aven though there is & more
prevalent and viclent intimidation that exists betwean man and
woman. I1°m going to talk about this intimidation, sincerely
hoping that everyons who reads this can at lesast gain a new
pacspective or parhapa a broader understcanding of the
ralationship that hes insidiously pacvaded our culture to the
point that wa are numbed by it, with our gqyas closed shut to a
truly disturbing prablem. -

Thera are two basic kirkls of violences brought upon woman by
men: domsstic and sexual., 1 am not going to really discuss the
domestic viclencs a whole deal because you can look at the
statistics on your own and taks in thes whole picturae: a bleak
landacape of frustratiom painted by the fear,that man have besan
parpetually trying to instill in woman. Domestic violence is the
leading cause of injury and violent death for American woman.
(Naticnal Abuse Womssn Projesct) 80 no matter how inclined you are
to balieve that the societal social institutions set up by man
ars being unfairly attacked by feminiam, we live in a socalaty
wherea mizogynist crimas permsate (more lilks soak) ow' culture so0
often and s0 commonly that #. chokes women, sticking coatrol
through violence in their faces on a day-to-day basis.

The other kind of violence I am going to talk more in—-depth
about is sexual violence. Although saxual violence definitely
applies to males who are the victims and batwean homosexuals, I
will ba talking exclusively about the viclance that hurts woman
committed by men only becausa it makms sansa: 968 of all sexually
assaulted vidtims are female and 96% of all perpetrators are man.
¥hen we talk about sexual viclence, we usually think of the moat
gevers cases: raps and incest. This is further indicative of how
acoustomed womsn have grown to acoapting everyday ccourrances aof
sexual violence from sexual harassment to “I-didn’t-think-it-was-
rape” acquaintance and date rapas. If you put sexual violence on
a continuum, you’ll notice how a great pumbar of woman have baan
affected by vioclence in some way or another, no matter how
subtle. For example: cone in three females will ba sexually
assaulted by age eightsen, 70% by man they mow. (FBI‘s Uniform
Crims Raports, 1991} Another quite disturbing fact is that moat
of these woman who pratty msuch ignore how often they are affected
by sexual violence, or that they are aven affected at all, don't
evan realise how what we view as a ssvera sex crime, namsly raps,
has moat probably alsc affaected their livas as well. What ias
rape? Rape is 8EX WITHOUT SOHER CONSENT. That’s all. In other
words, a “yes” or a definite expression of consent must coma out
of each partner’s lips. Not saying no doss NOT conatitute
consensusl sex. The above definition is a legal definition of
raps, which explains the cvarwhalming statiatice you see arcund
the border of this essay, REGARDLESS of tha fact whether or not
the victims cownsidirdd the sex that they had as crimes or not.
That i why tha way violence has become an integral part of the
gender system, greatly reinforced by sooial institutions such as
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the courts, the media, religion, stc. is so frightening. We just
nevar knew. Culturally dominant perceptions of gendar ralations
and commonplace interactions bstween woman and men provide the
justifications that sustain sexial violenca. ;

To slucidate tha above statament, let me talk about bad rex.
Bad sex is not rape. Bad sex is when you wanted to have sex in
cha first place, had sex and thought it sucied. Rapa is when y.u
didn’t want to have sex in the first place and was somahow
persuaded into having sex. For axample, have you ever been guilt-
tripped into having sex? Have you ever decided to just “quickly
get it overwith™ to avoid weeks of moping and sulking, courtesy
of your partner? Guess what? That is legally defined as rape. The
bad sex versus rape also applies to being under the influence of
alcohol. According to the law, women under the influence are
incapable of giving consent. The ONLY consaguances a woman should
be conascious or aware of when she agrees to accept that third or
fourth drink should be consequences that are also applicable to
men (1.e. hangovers, public embarrasament, fines), WOT the fesr
of having somsone on top of W after waking up dua to bainyg
passed out from drinking too much.

Bo where do we go from here? Well, first of all, I hope you
pee where there is a serious problem here, and that you aren’t so
comfortably removed from it, seeing as that all of us have baen
reared in a patriarchal society that has been condoning
intimidation by man towards women for a long, lang time. How to
remedy the situation? You already started by reading this essay.
Jducate yourself. There are many authors out there just walting
for you to listen to what they have to pay; Alice Wallex, Audre
Lorde, Sheila Ruth, Adrienne Rich, etc. And girls, just bescause
you were taught that boys at this age have a very healthy sexual
appetita does not msan that it is your duty to appease it..The
reason why acguaintance rapes occur so often is not because the
woman didn’t mow how to physically defend herself, it’'s bacause
she didn’t know how to say “neol” If you strongly blurt thd word
*nol” to your partner, chances are, if he Imows you, Le won't go
any further. DON'T LET YOURSELF BE INTIMIDATED! Practice saying
*no” out loud if you have to. And if that doesn’'t motivate yod,
try practicing “f--k off!” As Audre Lorde had once sald, “Your
silence will not protect you.” And guys, you aren’t expacted o
be mind readers. But if your girlfriends seem a little hesitant
about having sex with you, back off. Ask a simple gueation, EANS
any “loaded” words, Why would you want to bave sex with her if
she didn't seem too excited about having sex with you in the
firast placa? You lmow how to relieve those tensiona_ it’s a lot
batter than baing guilty of raping your girlfriend,

Lastly, by putting these methods into practice, perhaps the
oppressive gender institutions that seem unchangeable will
someday be completely g@radicafed. We've got s long way to go, but

wa have Co start scmawhare. *!gI!I!I!
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